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Secretary of State for Health and Social Care
Department of Health and Social Care

39 Victoria Street

London

SW1H OEU

22 July 2024
Dear Secretary of State,

Achieving Labour’s Manifesto Pledge to Prioritise Women’s Health: 800 clinicians and 60 leading
organisations call upon the new Government to improve the health of the 51% and prioritise
women’s reproductive healthcare

| am writing as President of the Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare (the FSRH) and as Chair of
the FSRH Hatfield Vision Taskforce, representing over 60 leading organisations in the field of women’s and
sexual and reproductive healthcare, to warmly congratulate you on your appointment to Secretary of
State, to request to meet you to bring to your attention to the shocking health inequalities women and
girls currently face across the UK, and to urge you to make reproductive health a priority in your

agenda. This letter has been further individually signed by over 800 doctors, nurses and other clinicians
working in the field of women’s reproductive healthcare.

As you may know, the FSRH is the voice for professionals working on the frontline of sexual and
reproductive healthcare (SRH) provision across the UK. We passionately believe that access to SRH services
is absolutely crucial for people to be able to live well and pursue ambitions in every aspect of their lives,
across their life course. This is why we launched the FSRH Hatfield Vision; a framework of 16 Goals and 10
Actions that set out what needs to be achieved to make high quality SRH a reality. The Vision has been
endorsed by over 60 leading organisations working in these sectors, including the Royal College of
Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, Royal College of GPs, Academy of Medical Royal Colleges, the BMA,
Wellbeing of Women and BPAS.

Across the UK, we know that too many people are unable to access the critical services they need. For
example:
e Around 45% pregnancies in Britain are unplanned or ambivalent, and women from the most
deprived backgrounds are almost three times more likely to have abortions than women from the
wealthiest backgrounds.?

e Teenage conception rates in England and Wales have been continuing to rise since 2021 —reversing
the previous fourteen years of improvement.?

e The number of abortions taking place in England and Wales is also at a record high, with a 17%
increase in procedures in comparison to the previous year.3

e Cervical screening uptake currently falls below the 80% target, with only 65.8% of eligible women
aged 25-49 adequately screened in 2023.%

e Girls born in the most-deprived areas of England will have almost 20 fewer years of good health
compared with those in the least.”

e Maternal mortality for Black women is currently almost four times higher than for White women,
and significant disparities also exist for women of Asian and mixed ethnicity.®


https://fsrh.org/Public/News-and-Advocacy/the-fsrh-hatfield-vision.aspx
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We know that these inequalities are unacceptable — and importantly- preventable with VISION

the right policies and practises in place. We also know that there are unparalleled
financial benefits to tackling the unmet need for contraception; according to DHSC, £9 saving to the public
purse for every £1 spent.”

Last month, and with the support of over 60 endorsing organisations, the FSRH launched its Hatfield Vision
Manifesto which makes 5 clear asks which would help to enable all people to access the sexual and
reproductive healthcare services they so urgently need:

1. Introduce a dedicated Sexual and Reproductive Health Strategy and commit to continuing the
Women’s Health Strategy.

2. Improve access to the full range of contraceptives for all people in the location of their choosing.

3. Ensure education and information about sexual and reproductive health is easily accessible and
available to all throughout their life course.

4. Tackle sexual and reproductive health disparities faced by Black women and women of colour.

5. Ensure Community Sexual and Reproductive Health training posts are fully funded.

As Chair of the FSRH Hatfield Vision Taskforce representing these 60 organisations and on behalf of the
over 800 clinicians who signed this letter in support, | very much look forward to working with you. | would
be delighted to meet on behalf of our members and endorsing organisations to discuss your plans for this
important area of your brief, specifically on how we can work together to make our shared vision of high-
quality reproductive health for all, a reality.

| look forward to hearing from you. Please respond via ebatchelor@fsrh.org.

With best wishes,

Dr Janet Barter

The FSRH President and Chair of the FSRH Hatfield Vision Taskforce
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Clinicians supporting this letter

Dr Cindy Farmer, FSRH Vice President

Dr Zara Haider, FSRH Senior Vice President

Dr Maryam Nasri, FSRH Vice President

Dr Charlotte Porter, FSRH Vice President

Dr Manisha Singh, FSRH Vice President

Dr Sinead Cook, Chair of FSRH Scotland Committee

Dr Georgina Forbes, Chair of the FSRH Wales Committee

Dr Siobhan Kirk, Chair of the FSRH Northern Ireland Committee

Dr Aziza Sesay, the FSRH Hatfield Vision Ambassador

Nashwa A Bryant Associate Specialist in Integrated Sexual Health Services
Huda Abbas Al-kiar Specialty Dr. SRH

Mandy Abushama Consultant OBGYN

Lisa Adams General Practice Nurse

Sonia Adesara NHS GP, former National Medical Director Clinical fellow
Ratnesh Agnihotri GP

Karen Aitken Specialty doctor

Hannat Akintomide Specialty Doctor

Lucy Alexander Sexual Health Nurse

Nicole Alexiuk Sexual health practitioner

Syed Ali Akbar Dr

Jayne Alison Clinical Practice Educator

Shereen Al-Khabouri Dr

Ahna Allan Dr

Mohammed Alsayed Consultant

Liz Anderson Consultant in Sexual Health and Liverpool Lead for CSRH
Caroline Antcliffe GP

Timothy Appleby Consultant Physician in Sexual Health
Catherine Armitage GP

Hayley Arter Sexual Health Nurse

John Ashcroft GP

Tiina Ashton GP

Rebecca Asquith Dr

Natasha Astill Consultant GUM

Catherine Atkins GP

Aurelia Moreno Beteta Dr

Samantha Austin ANP women'’s health

Emma Ayling Gynaecology Matron

Ruth Aynsley GP

Souria Azizi Specialty Doctor

Lesley Bacon Retired consultant in SRH
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GP
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GP
Advanced Clinical Practitioner
GP partner

Speciality Doctor
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Clinical Nurse Specialist
Consultant in sexual and reproductive health
Advanced Nurse Practitioner
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Practice nurse

GP

Consultant integrated sexual health and HIV
General Practitioner

Dr
Specialist in SRH information
GP

Dr

GP

Sexual Health Nurse
Specialist Doctor

GP

GP

Speciality Doctor

GP

Sexual Health Nurse
Consultant Sexual Health and HIV
LARC Nurse3

GP

GP partner

GP

Health Care Assistant

GP

Principal research fellow (UCL) Retired
Dr

GP
Women’s Health Specialist Nurse
Senior Practice Nurse

GP

ANP

Sexual Health Outreach Nurse
GP
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GP

Clinical Team Lead

Salaried GP

GP

Retired Nurse

GP

SAS Doctor

Dr

Practice Nurse Manager

GP

Associate Specialist Sexual Health
Dr

GP

GP

GP

CSRH consultant

GP

GP

Locum GP

Dr

Doctor

GP

GP

Dr

GP

GP

Dr

Medical Member, First-Tier Tribunal, Social Entitlement Chamber
GP

General Practitioner
Consultant Obstetrician

Dr

GP

Sexual Health Practice Nurse
Consultant O+G

Doctor

GP

Clinical Nurse Specialist
Menopause Specialist and Trainer
Doctor
Consultant in Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare
GP

Specialty Doctor, Sexual Health
Doctor

Nurse Practitioner

Dr
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Sinead Cook Consultant

Hilary Cooling Retired SRH specialist

Grainne Cooney Nurse Practitioner

Lidia Cooper Nurse

Alison Cooper GP

Peter Copp Medical Director Lead GP

Ali Corke GP

Rebecca Cosgrave

Claire Cousins Midwife

Alison Cowan GP

Katherine Creamer Associate Specialist

Lotty Cronk GPST3

Catherine Crosland Practice Nurse

Catherine Crosland Practice Nurse

Caroline Crow Sexual Health Nurse

Gail Crowe Consultant Sexual Health & HIV

Jane Crutchfield GP

Eveane Cubitt Dr

Patricia Cullen Practice Nurse

Agnieszka Cupples GP

Wendy Dakin Sexual Health Nurse

Alessandra Dale General Practitioner

Elizabeth Daniels Dr

Jessica Danielson GP

Joseph Dapaah Emergency Physician

Carol Davies General Practice Nurse, Speciality women's health.

Lindsey Davies GP

Valerie Dawber

Sue Dawson Sexual Health Nurse

Rachel Dawson GP

Susan Day Nurse Practitioner

Charlotte Deakin Lead Nurse

Charlotte Deakin Nurse

Lorraine Deane Lead Nurse

Amanda Deeks GP

Katherine Denham GP

Sarah Dennis Dr

Claire Dervish Midwife and Sexual Health Nurse

Sulbha Deshpande GP partner and community gynaecologist

Ashlesha Dhairyawan Dr

Prajnasri Dibble Associate Specialist in Sexual and Reproductive Health

Judith Dodds Staff Grade in Sexual Health & CMO in Community Paediatrics

Wendy Domleo GP and faculty registered trainer for family planning/reproductive
health care

Toby Donati GP

Cathy Donner GP

Fiona Douglas
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SRH Consultant
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Consultant in Genitourinary Medicine
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Specialist practitioner
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Nurse practitioner

CASH Nurse
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GP Partner
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Clinical Nurse Specialist Sexual Health

Specialist Sexual Health Nurse

GP

Sexual Health Nurse
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Consultant Obstetrician Gynaecologist
SRH Consultant

GP

GP

GP

ANP

Consultant Sexual and Reproductive Health
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Senior Staff Nurse Sexual Health
Salaried GP

Dr

GP

Dr

GP

GP
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Clinical Associate Professor
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Clinical Educator in Sexual Health
General Practitioner
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Sexual health Nurse
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Senior Sexual Health Nurse
Salaried GP

GP Partner
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GP
Dr
GP
Dr
GP
GP
Dr
Specialty doctor

GP

Practice Nurse (Women's Health) Cervical Sample Taker Trainer
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GP
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An additional 81 clinicians signed this letter anonymously.



